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What Your Community Needs to Know

Information for Floodplain Managers and 
Local Officials
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Why is updated flood hazard information 
needed post Sandy?
 State and local officials face major decisions as they plan the 

rebuilding and recovery efforts throughout local communities.
 Property and business owners with damage or destroyed 

property face major decisions about the rebuilding of their 
homes or businesses.

 Decisions made today can help provide a safer, stronger future 
for communities, families, and business owners.

Providing reliable and timely flood hazard data is just 
one way FEMA is helping decision makers ensure that 

New Jersey and New York coastal communities 
recover smarter and stronger in the wake of this 

devastating event. 
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Context
 Prior to Sandy, FEMA was performing a restudy of 

the New Jersey and New York coastline with 
anticipated products to be delivered in mid-2013. 
 Since the effective information for many of the areas 

of NJ and NY do not currently reflect the best 
available data and the regulatory products have not 
been finalized to be delivered to local officials and the 
public, FEMA believes it is vital to provide near-term 
Advisory Base Flood Elevations (ABFEs) to support 
reconstruction efforts.
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What is an Advisory Base Flood 
Elevation (ABFE)?
 ABFEs are based on sound engineering 

and science
 ABFEs are derived from updated 

coastal flood analyses and data as 
compared to the coastal elevations 
shown on the current effective Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs)

 ABFEs are updated estimates of the 1% 
annual chance flood elevations. These 
are estimated water levels associated 
with a flood event that has a 
1% of being equaled or exceeded in any 
given year

 ABFEs will reflect higher elevations 
than BFEs shown on current effective 
FIRMs

 Coastal flood zones updated using 
ABFEs may extend further inland than 
Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHAs) 
shown on current effective FIRMs

Prototype for illustrative purposes.
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Where will ABFEs be available?
New Jersey (10 Counties)

•Atlantic County, NJ
•Bergen County, NJ
•Burlington County, NJ
•Cape May County, NJ
•Essex County, NJ 
•Hudson County, NJ
•Middlesex County, NJ
•Monmouth County, NJ
•Ocean County, NJ
•Union County, NJ

New York (8 Counties)
•Bronx County, NY
•Kings County, NY
•New York County, NY
•Queens County, NY
•Richmond County, NY
•Westchester County, NY
•Nassau County, NY*
•Suffolk County, NY*

* Recent updated FIRM in effect.  FEMA is currently reviewing the analysis used to produce the updated FIRMs for 
Nassau and Suffolk to determine if the effects of Hurricane Sandy would impact those elevations.  
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When will ABFEs be available?

* Dates above reflect dates on which data will be made available to local officials.  Engagement with 
local government officials will occur prior to and after release of ABFEs.
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What will you see on ABFE Maps?

Notes & Overview Map

 Delineated advisory flood 
hazard zones:
• Advisory Zone V
• Advisory Zone A
• Advisory Zone X

 Advisory Base Flood 
Elevations for 1% annual 
chance flood elevations

 Advisory elevations for 0.2% 
annual chance flood elevations

 Area and limit of structurally 
damaging wave action

 Preliminary Hurricane Sandy 
high water marks

 Coastal Barrier Resource Areas
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Changes in the Flood Insurance Program: 
Biggert-Waters 2012 (BW-12) Overview
 Signed into law by the 

President:  
• July 6, 2012

 What it does: 
• Reauthorized the National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP) for 
five years 

• Eliminates a variety of existing 
flood insurance discounts and 
subsidies. 

Results of the law: 
• Subsidies will be phased out for 

the following types of properties: 
non-primary residences, severe 
repetitive loss properties, business 
properties, and properties that 
have incurred flood-related 
damages where claims payments 
exceed the fair market value of the 
property. 

• Policy rates will also increase 
based on one or all of the following 
circumstances:
• A change of ownership;
• A lapse in insurance coverage;
• A mapped change in flood risk; 

or
• Substantial damage or 

improvement to a building
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BW-12: The Bottom Line
 The new rates will reflect the full flood risk of an insured 

building
 Some insurance subsidies and discounts will be phased-

out and eventually eliminated

 Owners can take actions in rebuilding to reduce their 
future flood insurance costs and reduce risk

 FEMA has programs to help owners reduce their risk and 
save money on flood insurance
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ABFE Implications: Flood InsuranceImplications on Insurance Premiums
• Advisory BFEs will not supersede the zones 

or elevations currently in effect; premiums 
will continue to be rated based on  the 
current, effective flood insurance rate map 
(FIRM)

• Advisory flood elevations and flood risk 
zones may be reflected in future Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps, affecting minimum 
building requirements and flood insurance 
premiums.

Flood Insurance Changes
• BW-12 provides long-term changes to 

the National Flood Insurance Program

• Insurance premiums adjust to reflect 
changing risks



12

ABFE Implications: Increase Cost of 
Compliance (ICC)
 Current NFIP flood insurance policyholders in high-risk areas 

might get up to $30,000 to help bring their home or business 
into compliance with their community's floodplain ordinance

• If their structure has been declared substantially damaged from a flooding event
• ICC funds can help pay for floodproofing, elevation, relocation, or demolition

 ICC benefit only allows a homeowner to build to compliance 
with the community’s current ordinance

• Property owners can only access ICC funding for the cost of elevating to Advisory 
BFEs if their community adopts the Advisory Maps
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ABFE Implications: Building Practices
 Implications on Building 

Practices When Community 
Adopts Advisory Maps

• Substantially Damaged Structures
• Must be rebuilt with lowest floors 

elevated to the Advisory BFE 
plus freeboard

• Must be rebuilt to V zone 
standards if located in V or 
Coastal A Zones

• Non-Substantially Damaged 
Structures

• Owners who voluntarily elevate 
to or above Advisory BFEs will 
recoup higher construction costs 
by lowering their insurance 
premiums
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ABFE Implications: Floodplain Management
• FEMA will use the highest 

floodplain management standard 
in grant decisions

• Advisory BFEs may have  

• Compliance will reduce the vulnerability of structures to 
flooding and flood damage

• Building to lower floodplain standards could jeopardize 
FEMA funding
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What are my best steps as a 
Community Official?
 Be proactive by adopting the Advisory Maps into your local Flood 

Damage Prevention Ordinance
• Include a freeboard standard in your ordinance that requires lowest floors 

to be elevated at least 2 feet above the Advisory BFEs shown on the 
maps 

• Include a requirement that requires V zone construction standards in the 
Coastal A zones shown on the Advisory Maps

 Your Community is Not Alone. Your state officials and FEMA will 
continue working to provide technical assistance to local communities 
to help resolve issues related to the use of new Advisory BFEs.

 For more information on ABFEs, please visit 
www.region2coastal.com/sandy starting in December 2012


