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AVIATION LITIGATION, 
REGULATIONS AND 
ENFORCEMENT
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The aviation industry encompasses a wide range of players – 
from airlines, charter companies and private operators to 
fixed-base operators (FBOs) and maintenance, repair and 
overhaul facilities (MROs); from manufacturers, suppliers and 
airports to government agencies, aircraft leasing companies 
and other financial institutions. Doing business in such a 
multifaceted industry requires a legal team with extensive 
capabilities, global reach and a dedicated sector focus.

Rely on Fox Rothschild’s skilled practitioners who are deeply familiar with legal and technical issues alike. Successfully 
structure business deals, avoid and manage litigation and respond to accidents and major incidents. Confidently comply with 
aviation regulations, statutes and treaty requirements in daily operations. 

In addition, you’ll have access to Fox Rothschild’s many diverse practice teams, including labor and employment, 
environmental law, government contracts, insurance and more. Working together, we provide 360-degree solutions to any 
aviation or aerospace issue. 

Airlines
Whether you are a major air carrier, a regional airline, a low-cost carrier or a startup, Fox Rothschild can advise you on the 
matters that affect your business, including regulatory compliance, transactions, corporate matters, contracts, employment, 
discrimination and tort claims. From minor injuries to major airline disasters, we are by your side.

General Aviation
Clients have turned to members of Fox Rothschild’s team to handle hundreds of general aviation matters. These have ranged 
from establishing and certificating business entities and handling regulatory compliance matters, to litigating cases involving 
everything from sophisticated business jets to entry level, single-engine aircraft. Our team has represented aircraft and 
component manufacturers, airports, charter and fractional ownership operators, corporate flight departments, FBOs, repair 
stations, air traffic control service providers, aircraft ground handling service providers and others. 

Airports
With extensive experience representing airports of all sizes, Fox Rothschild understands the multitude of issues your business 
faces. We have represented one of the largest and busiest airports in the U.S. in all areas, including tort claims ranging from 
slips and falls to motor vehicle accidents, false arrest claims and aircraft damage. Representing an airport sued in 9/11 
litigation, members of our team successfully obtained dismissal of all litigation arising from that disaster. Our clients also 
include smaller airports and FBOs, which we represent in tort claims, litigation arising from injuries and deaths, environmental 
compliance audits and more.
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Maintenance Repair and Overhaul Facilities
Our team represents MRO facilities with operations throughout 
the world, handling matters that include regulatory compliance, 
personal injury and wrongful death litigation, employment issues, 
contract disputes and transactional matters. We understand 
the MRO business and the challenges these facilities face 
competing in the global marketplace.

Ground Handling Services
Fox Rothschild helps ground handling companies – providers 
of airport ground handling services to keep aircrafts operational 
and airports functioning – keep their national and international 
operations running. We advise on matters including fueling, 
baggage handling, deicing, skycap services and other necessary 
services.

Aircraft and Component Manufacturers
These organizations deal with some of the most challenging 
matters imaginable, including personal injury and wrongful 
death litigation, compliance with the U.S. Federal Aviation 
Administration and foreign aviation authorities, U.S. National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) incident and accident 
investigations, employment, contracts and transactions. Our 
broad background in the aviation industry allows us to understand 
the complex technical and legal issues faced by manufacturers. 

National Transportation Safety Board
Members of Fox Rothschild’s team have represented clients 
in nearly every major airline accident investigation conducted 
by the NTSB over the last 30 years. We routinely assist 
transportation companies in managing major NTSB accident 
investigations involving all modes of transportation, including 
aviation, pipeline, railroad and highway accidents.

Emergency Response and Preparedness
When you must prepare for and respond to accidents and 
incidents, Fox Rothschild provides the support and advice you 
need. We have authored accident/incident response manuals for 
the aviation and pipeline industries, and help clients improve 
their emergency response capabilities. Real-world, common 
sense advice is critical in the aftermath of such an event. 
Our team understands that successful representation in this 
area requires a careful balancing of business interests, public 
relations concerns, regulatory issues and the realities of civil 
litigation and criminal investigations that frequently follow a 
major accident. Excellent legal results cannot be achieved at 
the price of these other important interests.
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Federal Aviation Administration
The full spectrum of aviation clients turn to Fox Rothschild 
in matters arising from potential violations of federal 
aviation regulations, including enforcement actions seeking 
civil penalties and revocation or suspension of individual 
and corporate certificates and ratings. We also assist in 
establishing and certificating entities consistent with the 
requirements of aviation regulations, statutes and treaties. 
Fox Rothschild prides itself on being able, in many cases, to 
help resolve a problem before it develops. Where one already 
exists, our team strives to resolve it in a way that is consistent 
with all of your interests, including the need to maintain an 
ongoing relationship with governmental authorities.

Other Government Agencies
Our team has extensive experience in matters involving 
other governmental agencies, such as the Department of 
Transportation, the Department of Homeland Security, the 
Department of Defense, the Department of Justice, the State 
Department and the Transportation Security Administration, 
among others. Our work includes alleged regulatory violations, 
petitions for authority and requests for agency assistance. 

Risk Counseling and Insurance
It is crucial for any business to assess, avoid and minimize 
the risks of litigation, including pre-purchase liability audits. 
Trust Fox Rothschild for seasoned advice on those matters, 
as well as advice on how to structure transactions and 
insurance to limit exposure. 

Members of our team have dealt with issues involving foreign 
accidents, foreign claims and litigation, compliance with 
foreign regulations and treaty requirements, privatization and 
the unique issues presented when the client is owned by a 
foreign government, such as a national airline or foreign airport. 
As part of our aviation and broad commercial litigation practice, 
Fox Rothschild represents commercial disputes involving 
aircraft, aviation purchase agreements, aircraft modification 
agreements regulatory, insurance and lease issues.

International
Few sectors are more inherently international than aviation. 
Foreign airlines, charter operators, airports, MRO facilities 
and ground handling companies are just some of the clients 
that count on Fox Rothschild worldwide.
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AAR Corp 
AIG Aviation 
Air Century 
Air Serv International 
Air Serv Corp 
Alaska Airlines 
American Airlines 
American Empire 
Ametek 
Atom Airways 
Aviation Technical Services
B/E Aerospace 
Blue Hawaiian Helicopters
Colgan Air 
Corporate Air 
Crane Co. 

Delta Air Lines 
EL AL Israel Airlines 
Empire Airlines 
Evergreen Helicopters 
Global Aerospace 
Hahn Air Lines GmbH 
Jetstream Aviation 
Mesa Airlines
Miami Air 
Mid East Jet 
Mountain Air Cargo 
National Air Cargo 
Phoenix Air Group 
Pinnacle Airways 
Piper Aircraft 
Polaris Aviation 

Presidential Airways 
PSA Airlines 
Republic Airways 
Sierra Nevada Corp 
SkyWest Airlines 
Southwest Airlines 
Spirit Airlines 
Standard Aero 
Swissport 
Tropic Air 
United Airlines 
UPS Airlines 
Virgin Galactic Ventures
World Airways 
UPS Airlines 
US Airways

Representative Clients
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Representative Experience

• Obtained summary dismissal of major airline in 
class action alleging that regulatory violations 
constitute breach of passenger carriage agreement 

• Obtained favorable resolution of litigation alleging 
airline civil rights violations (denied boarding)

• Represented airline client in litigation and NTSB 
investigation of 747 accident in Afghanistan

• Represented operator of space vehicle in NTSB 
investigation of spaceship accident

• Prevailed in arbitration alleging $50 million 
in damages arising from aircraft completion 
agreement

• Represented operator in wrongful death suit of Air 
Force Liaison Officer arising from the crash of an 
aircraft provided to the United States to support 
drug interdiction work in Central and South 
America

• Representing operator in a wrongful death case 
involving the crash of a helicopter flying on a 
charitable mission, including a subrogation action 
between an insurer and our client

• Represented airline in a suit against the U.S. 
under the War Risk Insurance Program for the loss 
of an aircraft which crashed on take off, a case of 
first impression

• Represented ground handling company in law suit 
brought by a competitor claiming that our client 
had improperly hired the competitor’s former 
station manager and improperly gained access 
to competitor’s trade secrets, and used that 
information to steal a longstanding client

• Represented general aviation aircraft manufacturer 
in fraud and breach of contract action brought by 
aircraft purchaser involving a dispute over the 
condition of an aircraft purchased from a dealer 
in South Africa

• Represented ground handling company in pre-suit 
settlement with foreign airline and its insurer on 
coverage issues stemming from accident where 
security guard suffered serious personal injuries

• Represented airline and insurer clients in an 
action to recover from airport damages caused by 
aircraft overrun

• Represented a number of insurance companies 
in a suit against the United States for damages 
resulting from a total loss of a helicopter on board 
a naval vessel when a crewmember inadvertently 
activated the fire suppression system in the hangar

• Represented major airline in largest federal court 
civil penalty action in U.S. history 

• Represented major airline and reached favorable 
settlement in what was at the time, the largest 
civil penalty ever sought by the FAA

• Assisted several aviation component parts 
manufacturers with internal investigations of 
potential FAA regulatory violations

• Represented maintenance repair and overhaul 
facility in multimillion-dollar civil penalty action 
by the FAA stemming from failure to comply with 
FAA Airworthiness Directives

• Represented cargo airline in FAA civil enforcement 
action over allegedly improper repairs to the cargo 
hold

• Assisted multiple operators in developing their 
Operations manual for Unmanned Aerial Systems 
UAS), and preparing and filing a Petition for 
Exemption under Section 333 of the FAA 
Modernization and Reform Act of 2012

• Represented major airline in internal investigation 
of alleged federal aviation regulatory violations

• Assisted a foreign company in obtaining FAA 
certification for the Unit Load Devices (ULD) for 
cold storage

• Represented many clients alleged to have violated 
Hazardous Material regulations

• Represented many clients alleged to have violated 
DOT and FAA Drug and Alcohol regulations
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