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AND OVERHAUL FACILITIES
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Our team is deeply familiar with the statutes, regulations, enforcement guidance and administrative/judicial decisions that 
affect nearly every facet of your operations. We have represented clients in regulatory investigations by U.S. federal and state 
agencies as well as international regulatory bodies; and have defended clients in enforcement actions before administrative 
tribunals and arbitration panels, as well as in courtrooms throughout the world. There is a big difference between regulatory 
frameworks on paper and in practice.  Our attorneys don’t just have a thorough understanding of the law, but just as important, 
a wealth of experience regarding its real-world application. We pride ourselves on our ability to help clients address issues 
before they become problems and to resolve problems in a manner that preserves our clients’ relationships with regulatory 
authorities and contracting partners. 

The services we provide include:

Fox Rothschild’s Aviation Regulation and Enforcement 

team represents Maintenance Repair and Overhaul (MRO) 

facilities with operations throughout the world, handling 

matters that include regulatory compliance, defense of 

enforcement actions, audits, internal investigations, personal 

injury and wrongful death litigation, employment issues, 

contract disputes and transactional matters. We understand 

the MRO business and the day-to-day competitive and 

regulatory challenges these companies face.  

• Regulatory compliance counseling
• Defense of Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 

enforcement actions
• False Claims Act defense
• Commercial litigation
• Tort litigation defense 
• White collar criminal defense
• Internal investigations
• Suspect unapproved parts counseling

• Drug and alcohol testing counseling and enforcement 
defense

• DOT enforcement defense
• HAZMAT compliance counseling and enforcement defense
• Advice regarding failure, malfunction and defect reporting
• Assistance with voluntary disclosures
• Emergency response planning
• Internal and external audits
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Regulatory Compliance and Enforcement
We advise airlines, repair stations, pilots, mechanics and 
other clients in connection with investigations into possible 
violations of the Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs) and 
defend them in enforcement actions seeking civil penalties 
and revocations or suspensions of individual and corporate 
certificates and ratings. Fox Rothschild also monitors FAA 
advisory circulars (ACs), airworthiness directives (ADs), 
orders, notices and administrative/judicial decisions 
affecting MROs. We advise clients on important regulatory 
developments, including but not limited to those involving 
the FARs, the Department of Transportation Hazardous 
Materials Regulations (HMR), the Canadian Aviation 
Regulations (CARs) and the regulations of the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

Our team assists clients undergoing FAA inspections or 
investigations, and meets with FAA inspectors to resolve any 
discrepancies before they result in the initiation of a legal 
enforcement action (civil penalty action or certificate action). 
We also assist in responding to letters of investigations. Our 
participation at the early stages of an FAA inspection or 
investigation often results in the FAA closing out a matter 
without further action, or in issuing an administrative action 
(Warning Notice or Letter of Correction), rather than initiating 
a legal enforcement action.  We also assist in the conduct 
of audits and internal investigations to identify and mitigate 
issues and protect our clients, and assist in responding to 

records requests.If the matter has been referred to the Office 
of the Chief Counsel for the initiation of legal enforcement 
action, our team assists clients in responding to emergency 
suspension and emergency revocation orders, notices of 
proposed certificate action, notices of proposed civil penalty 
and civil penalty letters, including requesting an informal 
conference (and a copy of the FAAs evidentiary file) and 
participating in an informal conference and engaging in 
settlement discussions. If the case cannot be resolved 
informally, we represent clients in all legal forums including 
DOT and NTSB ALJ formal evidentiary hearings, U.S. District 
Court proceedings and appellate proceedings in the U.S. 
Courts of Appeal.

Productive Agency Relationships
Members of our team have developed productive relationships 
with officials and staff members at the FAA. Mark Dombroff 
and Allan Horowitz provide additional insight into FAA 
policies, practices and priorities from having worked there 
prior to entering private practice. Our team also regularly 
interacts and builds strong, positive relationships with 
personnel at the Department of Transportation (DOT) and 
its modal administrations (e.g. Pipeline and Hazardous 
Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) and Federal 
Railroad Administration (FRA), Transportation Security 
Administration (TSA), Department of Defense (DoD) and the 
Department of Justice (DOJ)), among other agencies. 
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Licenses and Certificates
We assist clients in obtaining and/or maintaining: 

• Air carrier operating certificates, including changes to air carrier certificate or operating authority in connection with 
mergers and/or acquisitions of operational assets 

• Repair station certificates and ratings
• Aircraft registrations and airworthiness certificates
• Individual license (pilots, mechanics, flight instructors, etc.) 
• Approved and/or accepted manuals and programs, including drug and alcohol testing programs
• Medical certificates (including drug and alcohol issues)

Hazardous Materials
Fox Rothschild routinely represents aviation (carrier) and non-aviation (shipper) clients in hazmat cases alleging violations of 
the Federal hazardous materials law and the DOT Hazardous Materials Regulations (HMR). Our clients include manufacturers of 
packagings and hazardous materials, shippers (individuals or business entities that offer hazardous materials for transportation), 
and business entities that accept and transport (air carriers, surface carriers, etc.) hazardous materials in commerce. The HMR 
ordinarily are enforced by each of DOT’s modal administrations, depending on the nature of the carrier, e.g., aircraft (FAA), rail 
(FRA) or truck (NTSA). PHMSA is responsible for enforcing the HMR regarding the manufacture and fabrication of packagings, 
and the Coast Guard is responsible for enforcing the HMR regarding hazardous materials offered for transportation by vessel.

Drug and Alcohol Compliance Programs
The FAA’s Drug Abatement Division oversees the industry’s compliance with the drug and alcohol testing law and the FAA 
Drug and Alcohol Testing Program regulations, 14 C.F.R. Part 120, through a combination of on-site inspections, regulatory-
required random drug and alcohol testing, and the issuance of policy and guidance. The regulations apply to all Repair Station 
certificate holders who perform safety-sensitive functions and elect to implement a drug and alcohol testing program under 
Part 120 and all individuals who perform, either directly or indirectly, safety-sensitive functions. We assist clients with all of 
the above, plus post-inspection activities and investigations. We also advise regarding drug and alcohol tests for personnel 
performing “safety-sensitive functions” in connection with accident investigations and represent clients who allegedly have 
violated the FAA’s Drug and Alcohol Testing Program regulations.
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Voluntary Disclosure Reporting Program
Our team assists certificated MROs in avoiding legal enforcement 
action (civil penalty or certificate action) by taking advantage of 
the relief provided by the VDRP — an FAA program that rewards 
certificate holders that detect and promptly disclose certain classes 
of apparent violations, immediately stop the conduct that gave rise 
to the apparent violation, initiate and complete corrective actions 
acceptable to the FAA — by issuance of a Letter of Correction in lieu 
of legal enforcement action.  As an added benefit, records submitted 
for review under the VDRP are protected from release to the public. 

Representative Matters
Our team’s experience includes:

• Represented an MRO facility in a multimillion-dollar civil 
penalty action by the FAA stemming from alleged failure to 
comply with FAA airworthiness directives (ADs)

• Defended multiple MRO facilities from wrongful death 
lawsuits arising from various aircraft accidents in the United 
States and abroad

• Assisted an MRO facility in an internal investigation of potential 
FAA regulatory violations

• Assisted an MRO facility in an internal investigation of employee 
wrongdoing and referral for federal criminal prosecution

• Represented an MRO facility (and other aviation clients)  in 
matters involving alleged violations of drug and alcohol regulations

• Represented an MRO facility (and other aviation clients) 
alleged to have violated DOT Hazardous Material Regulations

• Advised a repair station in structuring its acquisition by 
another entity as a stock rather than an asset sale (repair 
station certificates are nontransferable)

• Represented aircraft and component manufacturers regarding 
compliance with FAA regulations and the regulations of 
foreign aviation authorities; and represented them in National 
Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) incident and accident 
investigations

• Represented a major airline in the largest FAA federal court 
civil penalty action in U.S. history involving maintenance-
related issues

• Represented a major airline and reached favorable settlement 
in what was, at the time, the largest civil penalty ever sought 
by the FAA

• Assisted a non-U.S. company in obtaining FAA certification for 
unit load devices (ULDs) for cold storage

• Represented major airline in an internal investigation into 
alleged federal aviation regulatory violations
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