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Fox Rothschild’s Unmanned Aircraft Systems practice is a 
natural extension of our team’s longstanding representation 
of the aerospace industry. 

The Future of Flight is Changing 
We find ourselves at a unique time in U.S. history: on the 
cusp of an explosion in unmanned aircraft system (UAS) 
use across the country, and on the ground floor of UAS 
policymaking at every level of government. 

Fox Rothschild’s UAS team is the “go-to” counsel for UAS 
manufacturers, operators and users planning for long-term 
success in this complex political and regulatory environment.
 
We customize local, state and federal public sector strategies 
for companies seeking to navigate the uncertain UAS policy 
terrain and identify regulatory and legislative opportunities 
that will help you achieve your long-term business goals. 

What Our Team Can Do For You
If you have entered, or wish to enter, this dynamic and 
emerging marketplace, Fox Rothschild’s UAS team is 
uniquely qualified to respond to and anticipate your needs. 
Trust a multidisciplinary team with deep experience in 
aviation, public policy and litigation, as well as intimate 
knowledge of the government’s UAS policy. Our team is 
focused on addressing the multitude of potential legal and 
other challenges, including:

• Aircraft design and operator certification
• Operations in U.S. civil airspace
• Tort liability
• Insurance and risk management
• Commercial/government contracts
• Public policy strategy and advocacy
• Emergency response
• Privacy
• Intellectual property
• Export control
• Regulatory and enforcement issues
• Hazardous materials
• Cybersecurity

For more than 55 years, members of our team have represented a 
global cross-section of designers, manufacturers and integrators 
of cutting-edge aerospace systems used commercially and 
in military applications. The team has a substantial risk 
mitigation/insurance practice and a significant aviation practice 
encompassing Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) matters, 
as well as liability insurance and commercial matters involving 
airlines, general aviation manufacturers, ground handlers and 
maintenance, repair and overhaul facilities (MROs) operating in 
all phases of the aviation industry.

Handling Privacy and Security Concerns
The increased use of UAS for civil and commercial 
purposes raises questions worldwide about privacy and 
cybersecurity issues. Navigating the complex tangle of 
global UAS and privacy regulations requires a team who can 
operate at the intersection of technology, aviation and law.

Collecting, using, storing and disclosing personal information 
carries a multitude of risks and is subject to an increasingly 
complex framework of laws and regulations in the United 
States, EU, Canada, Asia and around the world. Monetary 
penalties for violating these laws are severe and reputational 
damage can be irreparable.

Fox Rothschild’s UAS team helps you develop practical 
solutions to manage those risks. From project evaluations 
and risk assessments to compliance programs to breach 
response, our services support your full risk lifecycle.

In addition to proactive counseling, we contribute our 
strategic insight when you need to respond to crises, working 
with you side-by-side to manage data breaches by directing 
forensic analysis, remediating vulnerabilities, understanding 
legal requirements and coordinating communications with 
people whose information was compromised.
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Working With the Public and Private Sector
Fox Rothschild also has extensive experience assisting with the complex intersection of the public and private sectors, and 
understands the risks and challenges you face in your interactions with government. The UAS team also works closely with 
Fox Rothschild’s Government Relations practice area team. We combine insights drawn from decades of experience to provide 
targeted, tailored advice on a wide range of issues, including:

• Obtaining waivers under the new FAA Regulatory Structure created by 14 CFR Part 107 
• Organizing and providing strategic consulting for companies and trade associations on UAS-related policy issues
• Operating in the highly regulated world of commercial airspace
• Aiding public entities in obtaining certificates of authorization and conducting operations under 14 CFR Part 107
• Assisting manufacturers in obtaining airworthiness certifications
• Managing and/or mitigating risks through insurance, contract and statutory protections
• Providing counsel, minimizing exposure and reducing operating basics 
• Planning emergency preparedness and response
• Representing entities in federal, state or local policymaking processes that would govern or seek to govern commercial UAS use 
• Developing policy agendas for UAS use and broad-based coalitions to support such efforts 
• Monitoring federal, state and local government activity on UAS-related policy issues
• Handling regulatory enforcement actions, how to avoid them if possible, and how to deal with them if they occur
• Processing certifications for aircraft, pilots and maintenance personnel
• Considering privacy concerns and avoiding overstepping the boundaries
• Dealing with hazardous material issues
• Confronting cybersecurity issues 
• Transitioning from the Department of Defense world to the FAA world

UAS technology has been compared to the internet, given its potential to change the way we do business and live our daily 
lives. Companies that understand how to use drones effectively will have a competitive edge.

Representative Clients
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